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This section provides monthly critical reminders in relation to CYS documentation standards.
Psychological Testing Reminders:
•

In order to bill a psych testing code, the service and documentation must reflect test
administration, scoring, analysis and interpretation of results, diagnostic formulation, and/or
completion of the written report summarizing the psychological testing. The psych testing codes
are not used to bill MediCal for traditional assessment activities such as interviewing the client
and/or guardians for the purpose of gathering background information, symptom presentation,
and/or treatment history.

•

Psych Test by Psychologist (96101) is the correct CPT code to use when the testing is
administered, scored, interpreted, and reported by the clinician. In this situation, service time
for each or all of these services combined would be correctly billed to MediCal as CPT code
96101.

•
•

Psych Test by Computer (96103) is the correct CPT code to use when either of the following
apply:

1. Testing is administered and scored by a computerized psychological testing program (such
as the Conners Continuous Performance Test) and is then interpreted and reported by the
clinician. The entire service time would be billed to CPT code 96103.
2. Clinician only scores the data obtained from psychological testing using a computerized
scoring program requiring data entry in lieu of hand-scoring the results. The service time for
scoring the test data using the computer program is billed to CPT code 96103.
•

Travel time to and from an alternate off-site location for the sole purpose of using a computerized
psychological test scoring program is never billable to MediCal. This remains the case whether
or not the scoring program is located at a MediCal certified site. The process of using the
computer program to score the results of the psychological testing data is a billable service, as it
does require the testing knowledge of the clinician to interface with the program.

•

Whenever the psychological testing services are provided by an unlicensed intern, ALL
associated progress notes documenting the administration, scoring, interpretation, analyzing,
and/or creation of the comprehensive written report MUST be co-signed by the intern’s
supervising clinician. Don’t forget that some tests must be supervised by a licensed psychologist.

•

The written psychological report itself MUST be co-signed by the intern’s supervising clinician,
and the involvement of certain tests may require supervision of a licensed psychologist.

