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Orange County Children’s Partnership (OCCP) 
 
 

January 19, 2012 Minutes 
 

In Attendance: 
 

Mike Ryan, Janice White, David Wesson, Linda Smith, Karen Christianson, 
Frances Cadenas (D1), Bill Steiner, Chris Bieber, Eric Handler, Rick Martin, 
Ken Grable, Kevin Haskins, Russell Brammer, Shawne Marsh, Betsy 

DeGarmoe, Marri Derby, Helene Calvet, Tricia Smith, Perlee Trout, Mary Ann 
Soden, Lawren Ramos 
 

Introductions / Announcements – Introductions were made. Shawne Marsh 
announced that Greg Buchert is leaving CalOptima and his last day is January 20, 
2012. Trudy Carter will replace him on the OCCP. She also said there will be no 
provider cuts until the end of June 2012 and new copays will not be implemented 
before July 2012.  
 
Dr. Handler announced that HCA’s Dr. David Riley retired and they anticipate an 
announcement on his replacement soon.  
 
Mike Ryan announced that, as emailed to the committee, Mary Kavli passed away 
unexpectedly. Tricia Smith will email additional information regarding the service.  
 
Chris Bieber discussed Realignment and stated 800 youth under Probation 
supervision will be released. He stated they are allocating resources from other 
places. They are conducting recruitment for Probation Officers.  
 
Dr. Handler stated that he would like to present briefly on his recent trip to Japan. 
Tricia Smith will add to the February agenda.  
 
Marri Derby stated that it is on the Board Hearing agenda to make Frank Ospino the 
permanent (rather than interim) Director of the Public Defender’s office.  
 
Dr. Handler stated he would like the OCDE Medical Director position added to the 
OCCP. County Counsel, Karen Christiansen will discuss with Dana Stits and 
research the request since the OCCP already has an OCDE member position. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Review and approve minutes from the October 20, 2011 meeting. 
Minutes approved.  
 
Annual Report on the Conditions of Children – Mary Ann Soden handed out 
copies of the Quick Guide. She circulated the distribution list for copies of the report, 
a summary of the survey results from the Community Forum, and the instructions for 
adding an indicator. Next month we will discuss the Special Section and Discussion 
topics.  
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Mike Ryan stated on Tuesday the Contract with OCF will go to the Board of 
Supervisors for approval. Next month we will discuss the 18th Annual Report and the 
five Community Forums. Tricia will invite the Contract Administrator to the meeting. 
In regards to future changes to the report and forums, it was discussed and decided 
that a smaller subgroup will be formed to meet and make recommendations to the 
OCCP. Tricia will send an email requesting volunteers.  
 
Katie A. Lawsuit – Mike Ryan discussed and provided a handout outlining the 
background, objectives and agreements, and implementation plan.  
 
Center of Excellence – Dr. Handler stated a subcommittee has been meeting to 
discuss a Child Abuse/Trauma Center of Excellence in OC. The group has decided 
to pursue it. They visited the Chadwick Center in San Diego. Funding has not been 
determined however, options are being explored. The subcommittee will meet again 
in February 2012 and anyone interested in welcome to attend.  
 
There was a discussion on what the OCCP is going to champion, is it still high 
school completion?  Or is it a Center of Excellence?    
 
HS Completion Subcommittee – Rick Martin will have Tricia distribute a survey 
electronically and the subcommittee will bring the results back to the OCCP.  
 
Child Abuse Prevention Roundtable – Russell Brammer stated the committee was 
dark over the holidays so there was no update. The Lisa Project is in San Bernardino 
County and Russell will set up a trip to see the display for those interested.  
 
General Committee Member Comments – Frances Cadenas stated the wait list for 
housing assistance will be opening. She provided flyers and will email the soft copy 
to Tricia to email for distribution.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
At this time members of the public may address the Committee regarding any 
item within the subject matter of this committee’s authority, provided that no 
action be taken on off agenda items unless authorized by law. 
 
NEXT MEETING: February 16, 2012  


